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Protid. 
__ Smeer our 


Nike, ol 
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flew account, 


with in Sorrows, "A I | 
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Aud I woutd mot only Fs own, AWE 
&, part of this baden; but (. 2 roy Ar 


5» te do —5 "re *, y by belping you 
9 poiſe and blauer your burden J 8% put you in 
mind, that you heve a Ureater and Nearer Rela- 
bio i. four Maker is your Ausband. God 
All-fotScient. forall hack falreſt: Who 
intimately con- 
never. die; ond to 
. which are all, 
le, 10 any earthly 
Four God for 6:4 
— the Death. 
on this ſide Death, 


I; * ary woit feder deceaſed Conſort, 
other- 
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IF 


and for ever, and 


otherwiſe, left you alone. He hath left you ah 
an obſervant Son, and his Yoke-fellow, with" 
dear arid only Brother, that, it is to be hoped, 
will ſeverally be found full of dutiful, and brother- 
ly affe#;on towards you. Arid your have genuine 
latives and Branches remaining to you, Daugh- 
ter, and Daughter's Children; that, thro God 
gbodueſi, may be continuing, and growing Com- 
TTT 
Aud this ſeaſon of your Separation from ſo pleas 
fant a Companion, and Guide of yaur life, il 
be of no long continuance. It ſhould occaſion you 
to intermingle Thankſgivings, with Lamentations, 
that your Union and Enjoyment continued ſo long. 
And for what remains, the Time is ſhort. There- 
fore they that loſe ſuch Relations, are to weep as 
if they wept not Remembring that the fa- 
ſhion of this World paſſes wax. 
Eſpecially it onght to be confer, that ſaeb 4 
fad parting wal be recompens d by the moſt joyful 
- meeting: When they that have ſlept in Jeſus, 
God will bring with him; and the Survwors, 
at that day, be caught up into the Clouds, to 
meet their Redeemer (and, no d 


o doubt, the Redee- 

| * — air, and Lok for ever with the! — ; 
ore let us ort o ves, a 

other, with theſe words: ko of) ve. 4 fullneſs 


in them, richly ſufficient for you ;, «nd for, 
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Acrs V. 26. 
Go, ſtand, and Ipeal in the Temple to * 
the people, all the words of this | fe 


HE 272 Spealer in this Tee 
is an od; one of thoſe 
ny pi 


ts from among the 
*. tie⸗ and Power in hea- 
have y heard * 


2 as you 
f Are, God . A 4 
willing, Runter to — concern: Diſcouſe in 
ed about the Affairs of Ga: Church on —— 
earth. So that we depart not much from Eph. 3. 10. 
our former Subject in diverting to this, To h in- 


tent that 


venly — TD 


But whereas'the Speaker was an immortal nom uno + 


Angel, ind the Subject ſpoken of, Wards the Princi- 
of Be. ; theſe; you may think, are things Nite Ce. 
very remote Hom the deſfigri of a Funeral 


der, 


2 


were alſo, 
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der, that the Perſons ſpoken unto, were 
mortal men. Peter, with the reſt of the 
_— whoſe Lives were in jeopardy 

every hour. That they are ſo mentioned 
in this Hiſtory, Peter, and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles; and what we find expreſly re- 


corded of him, beſides, that it was endea- 


voured the Diſeaſed might be put under 
his ſhadow paſſing by; and that he after- 


_ wardsin this = ter, is only named, wtih 


the addition, the other Apoſtles, making 


their Defence, — 83080 before the 
Council, ver. 29. ſhews that Peter was more 


eminently active, vigorous, forward and 
zealous in the work of Chriſt : but far 


from the affectation of Principality over 


» ® d | ; 
him; and which our Lor . es to fe | 
- % Shen 


the reſt. Quite another Conſid 
way well be underſtood to have 


he. faid, Go iſciples, 


and. Peter. 
fure, were! 


Mortal. alike. And they 
Ly time, to time, eee 
Mortals, that they were e ſpeak 
unto the words of life. 

And, my Friends, the ve! y name of 
Liſe cannot but have a grateful pleaſant 


ſound to them that dwell in the midſt of 


Deaths ; to them that find the dark . 
diſmal "(hadow of Death continuall 


fi . over the whole — 1 


it be, with the reſt, we ars 


” 
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rious, are the Tri 
* words whereof are here mentioned. For 
tis evident theſe words do mean and in- 
tend a Life, into which every thing of 
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they inhabit. When they find that 


| Death, in all its more gloomy appearan- 


ces, hath ſo general a power over Mini- 


Pers and People, Preachers and them that 
were to be preach'd unto ; how pleaſant 
is the mention of Life, and ſuch a Life, as 
4 furmounts, as exceeds the Sphere where 


any Death can come; a 


any ſhadow of Death. can neverfind place 
To be told of ſuch a Life, amidſt ſurroun- 
ding Deaths, cannot but be a pleaſant 
and grateful thing to them that have ſenſe 
enough, in reference to their preſent caſe, 


and any faith in reference to the future. | 


| Indeed the power of Death appears ſo 
much the more abſolute, and its com- 
miſjon is ſeen to be of ſo much the grea- 
ter amplitude and extenfiveneſs, that it 
equally reaches to Preachers and Hearers 3 


| muſt equally reach ſuch men, as theſe 4- 
2 poſtler were, and all the People they were 
do ſpeak to the words of this Life. 


But ſo much the higher, and more glo- 
hs of that Life, the 


is to be ſwallowed 
up. Ang therefore tho' Death do ſtop the 


f breath.of Preachers, and the ears of Hear- 
« = 5 B 2 | ers. 


Sphere by it (elf, 
all full of vitality, and in which Death, or 
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ers, it can never prevail againſt that word 


in which hrs life is wont to breathe. 
For tho all fleſh is as graſs, and all the glo- 


ry of man as the flower of graſs; the graſs 


withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 


away: yet the word of the Lord endureth 


for ever, that word which by the Goſpel is 
preached unto ws, 1 Pet. 1. 24, 25. 

This, indeed, was an antient, and ve- 
ry eminent Miniſter of the word of Life, 


whoſe Deceaſe and Death occaſions this 


Solemnity, and this Diſcourſe,now at this 

time. And it ought to pleaſe us ſo much 
the more, that while we are now to con- 
ſider and lament the Death of ſach 4 
Preacher, the Word he was wont to preach 


hall never die. And that we are to con- 
ſider at the ſame time, the Liſe, which 


/uch words do both concern, and cauſe, is | 
tmally victorious over Death in all the 
kinds and forms of it: A Life hid with 


Chriſt in God; whereof he is the Root 
and Original, who avow'd himſelf to be 


the ReſurredFion and the Life ; and bath | 
aſſured the Partakers of this Life ( whe- 4 


ther Preachers, or Hearers ) that when be 


who js their life ſhall appear, they ſhall alſo 
appear with him in glory, Col. 3. 3, 4. © | 
But fo vain were the Oppoſers of the 7 
preaching the words of this Life, the “- 


durate, infidel Jews, that they thought 
_ to 


ban 


Jeſws the Reſurrectiom of the dead. 
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malignity and bitterneſs, eſpecially, as 
you read in the Context, thoſe of the Set? 
of the Saddnucees, who were the prevail- 


ing Party at that time, in their Sanbedrim, 


who believed nothing of a Life to come, 
and had drawn in the High-Prieft to be 


on their fide; and who, as we read in the . 
{ foregoing Chap. ver. 1, 2. with the High- 


Prieft, were grieved (paired, as the word 
ſignifies) that they ( viz. Peter and Jobs, 
tho' the former was Orator) preached thro 


are (as they were before) the active, 
induſtrious Inſtruments to reſtrain the 
Preachers, and 27 the Preaching 
the words of this * us They, as is ſaid 
above, filled with indignation, laid hands 
on the Apoſtles, throw them into the com- 


mom Priſon; and there, they think, then: 


and therr word ſecurely incloſed, and ſhut 
up together, that the World ſhould never 


hear more of them. 
And did ever Malice more befool it 


ſelf! Could Spire ever act. or attempt, a 


part more ridicutouſly abſurd! Did they 
think to impriſon celeſtial Light ! to bury 
immortal bs 85 Heaven derides their At- 
tempt; and expoſes 8 to be * 
5 | : 3 „ 


up, and the Preachers of it, 
within the Walls of a Priſon. For that 
was the caſe here. A ſort of men full of 


Theſe 
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For, as we are next told, The Angel of the 
Lord by night opened the priſon doors (why 
made they not him their Priſoner too? ) 
and brought them forth, and faid, as fol- 
10ws in the Text, Go, Hand, and ſpeak in 
the Temple, to the peqple, all the words of this 
life. WIT] 
hoſe two things are here very plain, 
1. That by % Life, is meant a perm» 
Liar ſort of Life; this Life, Cod and, 
this ſame Life, that was ſo highly predi- 
cated, and cried up at that time, ſo that 
no one could be in doubt, what Li of 
Life it was. Tis true, ont of thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, when we uſe the Pltaſe of 
this Life, we ordinarily refer to the com- 
mon Affairs of this preſent Life. But that 
it cannot be ſo underſtood here, is moſt 
evident: The whole buſineſs under pre- 
tent conſideration, had quite another re- 
ference. The Apoſſles had no controver- 
fie with the Rulers of the Jews, about 
the Aﬀairs of this World, or of the beſt _ 
way of Hving a few days, on Earth; but 
what was the ſureſt way of living for ever. | 
And whether believing on Chriſt as the 
Meljiah, he that was to come, were not 
that way. Their only Conteſt with the 
People was (as bis own whs, while he 
was yet among them) that they wowlal 
bt corre to him that they might have Lafe : 
: 5 5 : 80 
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So here the Angel of the Lard command- 
ing theſe Servants k.F Apoſtles of his, to 
preach the words of th life, uſing the 
demonſtrative term 7z:T«c, this ſame life, 
3 this way of living, or obtaining life, now 
2 ſo much diſputed, and which began to 


make ſo great a noiſe in the World; cry d 

up by ſome, decry d by others: This fuf- 
ficiently diſtinguiſ d it. There were 
7 more obſcure notices of it before, but 


now. it was more clearly reveal 4, and 


| more loudly to be | W 0 out. The 


manner of expreſſion ſignifies it to be a 
peculiar, and hoe excelidnn ſort of life, 


very divers from, and far tranſcending 


what i is common to Men: nor leaves us 


1 in any doubt of the Angel's meaning. 


2. That the words of this life muſt ne- 


f ceſſarily mean the 82 4 VIZ. * our Lord 


| and Saviour Jeſus 


15 whereof theſe 
were the Miniſters and Apoſtles, bound b 

ſpecial Office, to diffuſe to 0 thets r attermoſt 
this life, and the words of, it. Whence, 


there ore, for our own inſtrudion, we 


may take up this twofold Obſervation: : 


2 Obſ. I. That the Goſpel contains, or is 


poſed, and made up of, words of « 1 
is and moſt ee ed wn * 


B 4 f obt 


— 
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O bl. i. That it is the part of the Miniſtert 
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of this Goſpel, even by Angelical Suffrage 


and Determination, as they have oppor- 


tunity, to publiſh ſuch words, i. e. to 
preach this Goſpel, © 


| In ſpeaking tp theſe two conjunaly, 1 ?' 
ſhall particularly inſiſt on theſe 4 Heads: 
— | | | 
1. To ſhew how peculiar, and how 
excellent a ſort of Life this is. 

2. To ſhew you how uſually, and fit- 
ly, the Goſpel is ſo paraphraſed, by the 
N or Word: of Life, and of ſuch 4 

z 


3. To ſhew you, that it cannot but be 
the part of the Miniſters of this Goſpel to 
preach the wordt of this life. And, 
J. We ſhall alſo take the incidental 
occaſion of obſerving to you, and inſiſt- 


OO yo my ej &Q A wy my | 


"TR n "Os 


— 
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ing briefly on it, That they have the ve- | | 


ry Sufſrage of the Angels of God to that 
purpoſe, that it is their part and buſineſs 
to preach the Words of this Life. And 
ſo ſhall make Uſe of all. 
1. We are to ſhe the peculiar Excel- 
lency of this Life. | 6 1 
That it is a peculiar fort of Life, ve 
ave already noted from the Angel's | 
peaking ſo diſtinctively of it, calling it 
this Life, this ſame Life, that is now eve- Y 
1 | ry 
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ers. ry where ſo much ſpoken of; that is the 
age matter of preſent Diſcourſe, and of En- 
or- quiry at this time. And that it is « mo 
to YJexcellent, a moſt noble kind of Life, the 
Expreſſion it ſelf atfodoth not obſcurely 
F point out to us. That it is called 2his Life 
„I E Koe, Life in the higheſt and moſt 
ds: HYJeminent ſenſe, Never talk of this ſhadow, 
this dream of Life, we are now paſſi 
ow through, but ſpeak to the People the 
words of this Life; this is a Life worth 
fit= Ifpeaking of. And the Excellencies of it 
the will appear in theſe ſeveral reſpects ; as, 
> J 1. That it is moſt manifeſtly divine 
N 1 and not at the common rate, as all 
0 Life is from God; but, as it not only 
io 3 from God, _ reſembles him, 
Z bears his liar Impreſs upon it; upon 
which = it is led the Lig OW 
the divine Life, in EFpheſ. 4. 18. where 
e- the Apoſtle, lamenting the ſad and diſmal 
> Fate of the Gertile World, faith, that 
Ithey were alienated from | the Life of God] 
I thorough the ignorance that was in them, 
Zand the a their hearts. It is, in 
del- Ya very ſpecial ſenſe, a Gad - breath d Liſe; 
Inot as the natural Life, and Soul of Man 
we were breathed at firſt from God; but as 
el's there was a peculiar Divinity in this Life, 
g it I not only as coming from him, but as having 
ve- Yin it a choſen dependence on him, and ten- 
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dency towards him, by its own very eſſence, pre 
which the Life of the Soul of Man, at Go: 
firſt, had not. For if a voluntary 48 a 
dence on God, and tendency towards him, 
had been eſſential to the natural Life of a fas ( 
Man's Soul, it had been impoſſible they Lif 
ſhould ever have been loſt. - Such a po- wit 
ſture Godward, was agreeable, and cor- {in 
natural, not eſſential. But it now is pro- Ch 
per and peculiar to this Life, tho ſtill not Me 
eſſential, as it never was, but more deep- he 
ly fixt in the Soul by Grace, than it was he 
at firſt by Nature, to tend to God, as it is his 
by Faith deriv'd from him, as is expreſt Jin 
ab. 2. 4. Heb. 3. 37. The jaſt ſball live || thi 
by. faith, and Rom. 6. 11. [ alive to God,] I the 
as by Love it works towards him, Gal. 5.6. | but 
and Gal. 2. 19. I, through the Law, am | to 
dead to the Law, that I might [ live unto An 
God. ] The Soul was never otherwiſe of 
dead, than as it was dead towards God: | Re 
And now while, in the preſent ſenſe, it in. 
lives, it live- by, and to him. It being the Ar 
ſteady habitual determination of the Soul tio 
Godward, as its firſt and Jaſt, both i» it el. 
| felf; and in the deſign of its Implantation, || ros 
And ſo is the imprinted Image of the life |} thi 
of God himfelf, ſo far as the condition of || of 
2 Creature can admit ; i. e. That as God | ſai 
livesof, and to himſelf, the Soul, by b || th: 
Life, lives not in a meerly natural (which 
is 
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is —_—_ my — but in an ap- 

rebended, an dependence o 
God, and ſubordination to him. 

2. It is a Chriſtian, as well as a Divine 
Life; a Life that comes from God, not 
as Creator only, as all Life, and as the 
Life of our Soul particularly at firſt did, 
with its very Being, which involves Life 
in it ſelf, but a Life that comes from 
Chriſt, as our Redeemer, as God-max, and 
Mediator betwixt God and Man, whereof 
he is the immediate Author, and which 
he procured by bis own Death, and by 


his Reſurrection from the Dead, where- 
partake with him, when we live 


in We 
this Life. I am crucified with Chriſt, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, nevertheleſs I live ; yet not I, 
but Chriſt liveth in me, Gal. 2. 20. To me 
to live is _ Phil. 1. 21. He is the 

ountain, as well as the End. 
of this Life. Tis a Life owing to the 
Redeemer dying, 1 Pet. 2. 24. He bare our 


ne, that we might live fo righteouſneſs. 


And we are taught, upon his dying, men- 
tion'd before, Rom. 6. 10. to reckow our 
ſelves dead to Sin, and alive to God | tho- 
rough Teſws Chriſt our Lord.] And he is 
therefore ſaid to be the immediate Donor 
of this Life, Jobs 4. 14. And I am come, 
ſaith he, that they might have life, and 

that they might have it more abmedantly, 


To 


12 
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John 10. 10. The beginning, and im- 
provements of this Life to perfect Pleni- 
tude, are all from him; and tis therefore 


ſaid to be 4 life hid with Chrift in God, 
Col. 3. 3. He is ſaid to be their life, ver. 4. 
By all which Chriſt is fignify'd to be the 
Author and Giver of this life. And he is 
as expreſly ſaid to be the end of it. His 


Love in dying for us, conſtraining us no 
more to live to our ſelves, but | to him 
who dy d for us, and roſe again. To which 
purpoſe are the words Rom. 14. 7, 8, 9. 
3. It is a pure and holy Life, ſuch as, 
a 


whereſoever it is, cannot | 


rities and Pollutions of this World. It 

1s a Life that carries up the Soul into a 

— Region, where it draws purer 
r 


— 


eath. If you live in the ſpirit, walk alſo 


in the ſpirit, Gal. 5. 25. 


4. It is an ative, a laborious, and fruit- 
ful Life. They that live this Life, live 
it by union with Chriſt; and they that 
are united with him, abiding in him, 
bring forth much fruit, John 15.5. when, 
without him they could do nothing, as it 
there follows. They that live this Life, 
come thereupon, their love abounding more 
and more in knowledge, and in all judgment, 
or ſpiritual ſenſe 


S> 


there 


n's 
Soul cuſtomarily to mingle with the im- 
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This is the tendency of this Life. 


diſdains mean things; cannot 
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there uſed, may moſt fitly be rendred ) 
diſcerning the things that differ, or appro- 
ving or preferring the things that are more 


excellent, to be filled with the fruits of righ- 


teonſneſs which are, by Teſus Chriſt, unto the 
praiſe and glory of God, Phil. of 10, 11. 


Principle, in thoſe in whom it is, tend- 
ing to Uſefulneſs, and Common Good; 
and in order thereto, to Growth an 
Self- improvement. Again, 


d 


It is a moi? generous ſort of Life, that 


feed upon 
Earth and Aſhes. Such communications 


it muſt have, as are ſuitable to the life of 
a MansSpirit. Herein ſtands the Life of 


the Spirit, in receiving and drawing in 
Communications from God. They that 
live this life, do hunger and thirit after 


righteouſneſs, that they may be filled, Mat. 


5. 6. They ſees honour and glory, and im- 
mortality, that they may finally attain 
eternal life, Rom. 2. 7. This is a noble 


ſort of Life, that cannot be maintain'd, 


as it was not attain d, by common means; 
that cannot live upon low, mean, and 
baſe things. They that are of the earth 
can live upon things that ſpring from the 
earth. But Heaven-born ones muſt be 


continually maintained by heavenly com- 


munications, beams of light accompani- 


It is a 


ed 


* 
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ed with vigorous influence that deſcend 


from thence. 6A 
6. It is a devoted Life, ſacred to God 
in Chriſt Jeſus. I, thro the law, am dead 
to the law, that I might live to God, Gal. 
2. 20. For as in the Principle, tis an ha- 
bitual 2 7 Fog Soul wand 
God, thorough Chriſt: ſo, in the Exer- 
2 z it is a continual, or often- repeated 
elf-devoting or dedicating of our ſelves 


accordingly. A yielding our ſelves to God, 
as thoſe that are alive from the dead, Rom. 


6.13. And fo Rom. 14. 7, 8, 9. For none 


| liveth to himſelf, and no man dieth to 


ſelf: for whether we live, we lie unto 


the Lord; and whether we die, we die un- 


to the Lord. whether we live therefore, or 


die, we are the Lords. For to this end 
Chriſt both died, and roſe, and revived, 
that he might be Lord, be Owner, aud ſo 

Ruler, both of dead aud living, Then, || 
to whom ſhould we live, but to him? 


7. It is finally immortal, eternal Life. 


It is fo in its tendency, and it is ſo in its 


complete and perfe# iſſue, in its mature 
State, eternal Life, ſuch in the plenitude 


| Whereof, every thing of mortality is to le 


ſwallowed up, 2 Cor. 5, 4 This is that 
which the Aſpirations and Groans of re- 


newed Souls aim at, not barely to be . 


| | | to 


SNF 


of it, They that drink of this 
ſhall be in them a well of water ſpringing up 


and flowings; but where Life ſhall b. 
perfectly pure, and in its full, mature, 


e. 
ts 
e 
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to lay down this Fleſh, that thereby we 


may eſcape the Troubles, that, being ia it, 
we are expos d to; that would go but a 
little way; but to be cloatbed upon with the 
Honſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 


| Heavens, furniſhed and enrich't with all 
the Delights, and Glories of the divine 
preſence. Therefore our Saviour ſays f 


this Life, they that bave the beginnings 


ater, it 


into Life eternal, John 4. 14. The fpiri- 
tual life that renewed Souls now live, 
will be eternal life. They differ not in 


Lind ; but the oxe will grow up into the 
other. Therefore ſaith our Saviour, I give | 
G Sheep eternal Life, Job. 10.28. I ſhall 


never have done giving, till I have im- 
proved the Life I have given, to eternal 
Life, in which there will be no ebbi 


State, without any mixture of Death, 


or deadlineſs. As any thing is ſaid to be 


pure, that is full of it ſelf, without the 
mixture of 14. 1420 thing that is alien, 
or diſagree able thereto. Every thing of 
e ſhall be ſwallowed up in this 


2. We are to note to you, according 
to the order propoſed, the frequency, aud 


aptitude 
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eptitude of this paraphraſe of the Goſpel 

4 of life | 4 of nh Sc tis 

thereto: For that the Goſpel is meant by 

it, is out of queſtion. It is all one. as if 

the Angel had ſaid, go, preach the Gof- 

pel. That ſome ſuch phraſe is wſnal to 

ſignify the Goſpel they can well tell, that 

are not Strangers to the Bible. Sometimes 

this phraſe is uſed to this purpoſe in the 

fingular number, as Phil. 2. 16: Hold- 

ing forth the word of life. Sometimes in 

the plural, as in the 6 of John's Goſpel 

68. Thou hait the words of eternal life. 

And ſometimes inſtead of life is put ſalva- 

tion, which is the ſame thing. To be /a- 

ved, and to live this life is all one, whe- 

ther you confider Salvation begun, or ſal- 

vation conſummate. Salvation begun, is 

but this life begun, He hath ſaved us, and | © 

called us with an holy calling. 1 Tim. 1. | 

9. When he = were any, he is ſaid to 

ſave them. He ſaved us by the waſhing of 

regeneration, and renewing of the Hot [y- 

Ghoſt, Tita: 3. 5. And that complete, 

conſummate Salvation ſhould be ſignĩfied 

by this life tonſummiate and complete, is 

obvious and familiar, the Phraſes Salva- 
tion and eternal Life, being ſo promiſcu- 

ouſly uſed in Scripture to ſigniſie the ſame 

thing, that many places need not be 

ted, Act. 13. 26. To you is the word of 

| Wk pet , 
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* 


this Selvition ſor) Eph. 1:13. The word 
of truth, the 


oſpel of your Salvation. And 
not periſhing, or being ſaved, is expound- 
ed by having dined or everlaſting life, 
lo TE No, 

And for the aptneſs of it, or that the 
words. that compoſe and make up the 


| Goſpel, are fitly called the words of life, 


will appear upon ſeveral accounts: as, 


1. Inaſmuch as this. word is the means 
of begetting this life. James 1. 18. Of his 


own will begat he us, with the word of truth, 
that we ſhould be 4 kind of firſt-fruits of 


his creatures. In Regeneration is infuſed 


tte fr# principle of this Life. And our 


Saviour prays for his Diſciples, Jobs 17. 
17. Sanctiſie them by thy truth ; thy word 
is truth. And SanTification, in the riſe 


and beginning of it, is nothing elſe but 


eneration. gi dg ye i 
2. Inaſmuch as this word — this 
life, or is the means of improving it, and 


carrying it on towards its perfect ſtate: 


1. Pet. 2. 2, As new born babes deſire the 
incere mill of the word, that ye may grow 


thereby. It is the means of our ſpiritual 


growtn. 


3. Inaſmuch as this word carries in it 
the promiſe of this lift in the meit perfect 


fate of it. 1 John 2. 25. This is the pro- 
miſe that he hath * us, even eternal 


life. 


17 
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| life. Chap. c. 11, 12. This is the record, 


that God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his ſon. He that hath the ſon 


hath life, and be that hath not the ſon, hath 


not life. This is a recorded thing, and 
is the final and terminative promiſe of the 
Goſpel; All the promiſes of it run into 

5 „ 
4. The Goſpel is the rule of that judg- 
ment, by which all that ſtall partake there- 
in, are finally adjudg'd to eternal life, to 
this lite in perfection. Matt. :5. 46. 
Thoſe that are abſolved by our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt from the condemning Sentence, 
and have the ſaving Sentence paſt upon 


them, of them it is ſaid, They, viz. the 


righteous, go into life eternal, juſt imme- 
diatcly from the Tribunal of their Judge; 
which Scntence, and Judgment, is accor- 
ding to this Goſpel, God will judge the 
ſecrets of all hearts, according to my Goſ- 
pel. Wherever that Impreſs is to be found, 
Coſpel-righteorſneſs, it diſtinguiſhes them 
that belong to Chriſt, and marks them 
out for eternal life. 1D 
Theſe things fall under the former Ob- 
ſervation ; the other two, which are to 
ſucceed, belong to the /atter. 
3. That it is the part of the Miniſters of 


the Goſpel, FP they can have opportunity, to 
preach the wordt of this life, Ws. 


For 
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; For the making out of this, I ſhall 
ſpeak to theſe two things. 


- 1. To ſhew, that it ought to be their 


. reſign, and end, to help Souls into this 
. ſtate of life. ; 
2. That they ought to preach the Go- 
ſpel, or he words of this life, in order 
hereunto. A. 5 
That ought to be their end; and this 
their work in order to this end. | 
t. It ought to be their end, to help 
Souls into this ſtate of tife For. 
1. It is the end of heir OFFICE; 
therefore, it ought to be their end. It 
| would be unaccountable, that they ſhould 
deſign a divers end, from the proper end 
of their Office; or, that they ould not 
deſign that. Now the Goſpel is, by its 


Deſignation, to be the Miriſtration of 


ſpirit and life unto ſouls, 2 Cor. 3. 6. 
2. They ought to deſign the bringing 


of Souls to Chriſt, to get them into Chriſt, 


who is the fountain of this life. Ton will 
not come to me, that you might have life, 
ſaith our Saviour, John 5. 40. And ſure 


it is the buſineſs, and ought to be the 
deſign, of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, as 
much as in them is, to bring Souls to 


Chriſt, and to counterwork the diſincli- 


- nation that is in Men thereto. You will 


not come; but we will do all that in us 


4 lies 
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lies to perſwade you to come, and to 


come for this end, that you may live. 
3. It undoubtedly ought to be their 
end, to have Souls under their Miniſtry 


regenerated and born again. This they 
ought to deſign, and this is the very be- 


ginning of that ſtare of Life: And they 


are therefore entitled Fathers. in reference 


to this their great deſign and buſineſs. If 


Jon have had ten thouſand Inſtructers, yet 


you hve not had many Fathers; for I have 
begotten. you to Chriit, faith the Apoitle 
Paul, 1 Cor. 4. 14. you were regenerated 
by my Miniſtry. And this ought to be 
every Miniſter's deſign, that Souls be re- 
generated by their Miniſtry. So the ſame 
Apoitle ſpeaks of that Servant of Phile- 
mon's, and his own Son Oneſimus; I be- 


ſeech thee for my Son Oneſimus, whom I 
have begotten in my bonds, Philem. 10. 
J. They ought to delign the perfecting 


of Souls unto eternal life. For this en 

was the Miniitry given, in all the degrees 
and linda of it; viz. for the perfecting of 
the body of Chriſt, as you find Epkeſ 4. 


11, 12, 13. And he gabe ſome Apoſtles, 


ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and 
fore Paſtors and Teachers, for the * 


ing of the Sainte, for the work of the Mini- 


, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt; 


%% we all come in the unity of the faith, and 


of 
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of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 4 


perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ftature 
of the fulneſs of Chriſt. And then is this 
new man perfect, when this new life is 


mature in him, and grown up to its ful- 


nels. | 
2. As that ought to be their end, ſo 
this ought to be their work, in order to 
that end, to preach this word of life, as 
they can have opportunity. This will 
appear ſeveral ways; as, 

1. They are commanded ſo to do. 
Chriſt commands it, Go teach all Nations, 
&c. Mart. 28. 19. His Apoſtle gives it in 


charge, even before God, and our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to preach the word, to be in- 
Hant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 


4. 1, 2. And in the former Epiitle, ha- 
ving before given the ſame charge, to 
give attendance to reading, to exhortation, 
to doFrine, 1 Tim. 4. 14. he afterwards, 
in reference to this, and many other Pre- 
cepts, urges his charge before God and the 
Lord Feſws Chriſt, adding, and the elect 
Angels, to obſerve theſe things, &c. And 

here there is a Command from God by an 


Angel, Go, and Ars to the people in the 
Temple, the words of this liſe. The Obli- 
gation, by this Precept, given the Apoitles 
with circumſtances, lies, in ſubſtance, up- 


on all that are Miniſters of the Goſpel of 


Chrilt. 23 2. They 


1 


A Funeral Sermon. 


2. They are directed how to do it, as 
well as commanded to do it. The great 
God inſtructs his Prophet Ezekiel, Say to 
them, as 1 live, ſaith the Lord God, I have 


no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 


that the wicked turn from his way, and live. 
Turn ye, turm ye from your evil ways; for 
why will ze die, O houſe of Iſrael, Ezek. 33. 
11. Words are put into his Servants 
mouths, ever theſe words of life. ror 
2. They are threatned if they neglect 

to do it; as in the 8th verſe of that 33d 


of Exel. If thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the 


wicked from his way, that wicked man ſhall 
die in his iniquity ;, but his blood will I re- 
quire at thine hand, EN 
4. There are encouraging promiſes of 
great reward (tho' that reward is all of 


_ Grace) to them that ſucceed in this work. 
They that turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall 


ſhine as Stars, Dan. 12. 3. | 


5. They have ſpecial aſſiſtance, accor- 
ding as they depend, and (eek it from the 
bleſſed God, in this work. He abets them 
in it. Hereupon they ſtrive according to his 
power that works in them mngehtily, Col. 1. 


„It. Tho' all have not aſſiſtance equal 


ly ; yet all have what is ſuitable to the 
pleaſare of the free Donor, when they 
taithfully engage and perſiſt in this bleſ- 

{ed and glorious work. 


6. They 
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6. They are aſſured of acceptance in 
it, tho' they ſucceed not. So pleaſing is 
this work to the blefled God, the endea- 
vouring to bring Souls into this (tate of 


life. Tho' Iſrael be not gathered, yet ball I 


be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, Iſa. 49.5. 


This, indeed. is ſpoken principally of 
_ Chriſt himſelf; but ſubordinately of all 


that ſerve him in this work. So ſaith the 


' Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. 2. 15, 16. We are 


unto God a ſweet ſavour (or odour rather, 


as the word 2 more properly ſignifies ) * 


of Chriſt in them that are ſaved, and in them 


that periſh. To the one we are the odour of 
death unto death; to the other the odour of 


life unto life. And this lay with a migh- 
ty weight upon his Spirit. O that ever 


we ſhould be the ſavour of death unto 


death to any.! who is ſufficient for theſe 
things] But whether of Life or Death we 
are a ſweet odour to God in Chriſt, as to 
both ; when he ſees the ſincerity of our 


hearts and how fain we would fetch Souls 


out of the ſtate of death into tig life. 
So grateful and pleaſant to him is the 
work effeFed of ſaving Souls, that the at- 
tempt, and deſire of it is not ungrateful. 

4. We are farther to ſhew, that this 3s 
the part of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
preach the words of this life, even by Anze- 
lical ſuffrage and declaration : We have 
ws +" VS 7 nl 
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the concurrence in Ore, of that whole 
moit excellent Order; for amon g them 


can be no diſagreeing Votes. or Senti- 
ments, to put us out of all doubt, that 


this is our buſineſs. And that is a great 


additional enforcement of it upon us. But 


here it is requiſite to do theſe two things. 
1. To ſhew how far only the Angels 
can be concern'd in a nine of this na- 


ture: And, 
2. That tho' they are concerned xo far- 


ther yet we have here ſufficient evidence 


of their Suffrage, and complacential Ap- 
probation. _ 


1. How far only they can be concern'd 


in _— of this nature. 
Not ſo far, as to do this work them- 


hone They are not to be the Preachers 
of this Goſpel. God did not think that 
fit. If that Bad been the known and ſtated 


courſe, the Apoſtles might have replied, 
upon their being ſent to preach this Goſ- 
pel: You that are an immortal Angel, 


whom no violence can touch or hurt, 
go you and preach this Goſpel. No. they 


were to do no ſuch work: By the Coun- 
ſel of Heaven, this work is committed to 


| Men. In that marvellous Converſion of 
the Apoſtle Paul. in his way to Dameſcer, 


he is ſent to Ararias in the City, to be 


And 
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And when there was that ſpecial regard 
had to Cornelius s Prayers and Alms, that 
God was reſolved he ſhould not want the 
expreſs diſcovery of the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
he ſends an Angel to him, not to inſtruct 
him himſelf; but to direct him to ſend 
for Peter, as you find Ad, 10. and the 
following Chapter, who was to ſpeak to 
bim words, by which he, and his houſe, 
were to be ſaved, as appears by comparing 


'[ thoſe two Chapters together. So that 


— are not to do this work themſelves. 
Nor, 2 
2. Are they ſo far concern d, as to con- 
fer the Office. The Office of a Preacher 
doth not come from an Angel. When 
the Angel ſaith this to theſe Apoſiles, they 
pere Hoſtles, and Miniſters of Chriſt be- 
fore, he doth not make them ſuch ; nor 
is that God's way of conveying the Of- 
fice. No, it comes from Chriſt himſelf 
originally. He gave the firſt Commiſſion, 
Go, and teach all Nations to obſerve. all 
things whatſoever I have commanded you ; 
and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world, Mat. 28. 19, 20. So that 
the ſame Office comes from Chriſt, 0 the 
end of the world. Tho' the perſons that 
firſt received the Commiſſion were to con- 
tinue but their own ſhort time ; yet the 
Commiſſion is continued to ſuch, as * 
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in ſeveral ages, He them; and ſtill 


om Chriſt ; but by other appointed means, 
which he hath ſettled, and which remain 
ſtated in his Church; thoſe that are in 
that Office of Preachers or Miniſters them- 
ſelves, conveying it to others, who ſhall, 


according to fixed Goſpel Rules, be found 
qualify d for it. But the buſineſs of An- 


gels, wherein God hath been pleas d to 
employ them, in reference to theſe Affairs 
of bis Church, is only, ſometimes, to de- 
termine Circumſtances, as the Angel here to 


theſe Apoſiles, now is the time; go forth- 


with to. the Temple, and preach to the 


People the words of this life. The obli- 
gation to the thing, did not come from the 


2 95 ,. but the determination of the ſeaſon, 
and place, for that time. So we find as 
to other Circumſtances. The Apoſtle 
Paul is directed by an Angel appearing in 
the likeneſs of a Man of Macedonia, to 


go and preach to the Macedonians, ſay- 


ing to him, Come over, and help ws, Acts 


16. 9. Thus God does, when he thinks 
fit ; but we are not warranted, to expect 
the ſignification of his mind, this way; 
he having appointed other means that 
are ſufficient. But yet, | 


2. Notwithſtanding that Angels are 
concerned no further than you have 


heard; yet that they may be concerned, 
5 and 
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and have been concerned ſo far, is an 
evidence of their complacential approba- 
tion of the thing. And this will appear 


partly by the conſideration of the vature 
and temper of thoſe excellent Creatures 3 
and partly, by the confideration of ſeve- 
ral concurrent things, of which the Holy 
Scripture gives us notice. "74 5k 

1. Conſider their very nature, 


vhom their Sanctity, and their benignity 


is their very nature, in this their confirm 


ed State, We are not to think that this 


Angel, this Meſſenger ſent from God, 
convey'd his Meſſage, as if it paſt through 
a dead Trunk, that could be no way af- 
fected therewith ; but as one highly ſa- 

age, taking great com- 
placency in it. It was pleaſant to him 


in the delivery, thus to direct theſe Apo- 


ſtles of our Lord, goto the temple, preach 
to the people the words of this life; your 

iate call is from the Priſon to the 
Temple, to teach the People, how they 


may be ſet at liberty from the bonds of 


Death, worſe bonds than yours. So much 


ve may collect from their habitual ſancti- 


ty and devotedneſs to God, the dutiful, 
ready compliance, and conformity of 
their will to the good and acceptable will 
of their Maker and Lord, and the peculi- 
ar benignity of their nature, that they 


were 
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were glad to be thus employed, it was | 


welcome work to any one of them that 
carried this Meſſage. | 


2. Several other things concur, menti- 
oned in the Holy Scripture, to make us 
apprehend their complacential approba- 
tion of ſo grateful an errand, as 
1. The ſolemn Jubilee that they held 


upon our Lords deſcent into this world 


upon this ſaving deſign. Then an innu- 


merable Multitude of the heavenly Hoaſt 
are brought in triumphing together and 


ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, peace on 
| — and — will towards 1125 7 

14. This appears to have been their 
common ſenſe, and ſo, no doubt, was the 
ſenſe of this Angel at this time. They all 


celebrate the deſcent of our Lord upon 
his ſaving deſign coming down into this 


world to be the light of Men, as it is ex- 
_ preſt, John 1. 4. In him was life, and the 


life was the light of Men. A luminous bi 
it was, that he came to blefs this Wor 
with. And when the Angels did cele- 


brate this deſcent of his, with ſo much 


. 


joy and jubilation, it was in purſuance of 
a Proclamation that had before paſt 


through all the ſpacious Heavens, when 


he brought his firit begotten' Som into the 


World, tas ſaid and let all the Angels of || 
Jod worſhip bim, Heb. 1. 6. They were 
| | all 


uk 2, 
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cauſe he vouchſaf t to be a Redeemer to 
ſuch as we were, buried and loſt in 
Death. g | 

2. Confider the ordinary ſtated courſe 
of their Miniſtration z what that is, and 
whither it tends, you find expreſt, Heb. 
1. 14. Are they not all miniſtring Spirits, 


ſent forth to miniſter for them, who ſhall be 
| heirs of Salvation ;, Heirs of Salvation, and 


heirs of eternal life, are the fame as bath 
been noted before. This they in their 
ſtated courſe purſue ; this is the deſign of 
their miniſtry, to be helpful to thoſe, who 
are to be the heirs of Salvation. 
3. We may collect it from the joy that 
they expreſs for the ſucceſs of the Goſpel 
in this kind. Where they obſerve it to 
ſucceed, if in the converſion but of one 
Sinner, Luke 15. 10. there is joy in the 
preſence of the Angels of God, if but one ſin- 
ner repenteth. The Heavens are hereupon 
filled with joy, the Angels rejoyce that 
one is now added to their happy number, 
gain d from under tlie power of Death, 
and Satan, the great deſtroyer of Souls. 
4. The proſpect they have, that all 
that partake of this Life here in the begin- 
nings of it, ſhall partake with the, in 


the eternal Life, and Bleſſedneſs of the 


future State. All that are here converted, 
and 
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and regenerated, they are, by degrees; co- 
ming to the gemeral aſſembly, and Church 
of the firit born, which are written in hea- 
— to the innumerable company of Angeli, 


an 
Heb. 12. 22, 23. 

All this is plain evidence that there is a 
complacential concurrence and ſuffrage of 
Angels to the Miniſters of Chriſt, doing 
their work, preaching the words of this 


to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 


life, according as they have opportu- 


nity. 

The Uſe of this, you may eaſily ap- 
prehend might be vaſtly copious, but we 
muſt be within neceſſary limits. 

7, We may learn hence, that ſuch as the 
Goſpel is, ſuch ought our attendance to 


it to be. There ovght to be a correſpon- 


dence between what the Goſpel in ſelf is, 
and our manner of attending the difpen- 
ſation of it. Doth it conſiſt of words of 


life? then ſo ought it to be attended to, 


as containing the words of life, the words 
of this life, this noble, and moſt excel- 


lent ſort of Life. Methinks this ſhould 


ſtrike the Conſciences of ſome ; I wonder 
if it do not of any ! How few do attend 


the diſpenſation of this Goſpel, as appre- 

hending it to contain the words of ſuch 4 
lie? In what agonies of Spirit ſhould we 
attend upon the diſpenſation of this Goſ- 


pel, 
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pel, if we underſtood the matter ſo? 
hey are the words of the moſt noble ex- 


cellent kind of life, that we hear, when 
we hear the Goſpel of Chriſt, truly 


preacht. This ought to carry a ſting and 


pungency with it to the hearts of ſuch as 


_ enquiry, When did I attend upon the 
60e 


ſpel, as containing the words of life ? can- 


not give to their own Hearts, and Con- 
ſciences any ſatisfying account. Let the 
- enquiry proceed further, have I got life 


by it? Did it ever enter into my Heart, 
as the Word of Life ? Did I ever ſo much 
or wiſh that it ſhould ? 
what (hall be ſaid to ſuch, that if they 
anſwer truly, muſt give it againſt them- 


ſelves ! 
2. We may learn hence, that when 


God is pleas'd to put ſuch a dignity up- 


on poor eam men, as to ſpeak to men by 
them, and about fo 
affairs of this life ; things ſo high and ſub- 
lime, as the words of th:s life import: 


we ought, hereupon, both to acknow- 
ledge God's Miſdom and Compaſſion, to- 


wards ws ; and be ſenſible of our obliga- 


tion highly to eſteem them for their works 

FN | 4 

I. We ought to acknowledge the W:/- 
dom and Compaſſion of God, that he hath 


choſen this way to treat with Men ; 9 
1 | e 


Concerns, the 


7 
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ne doth not always, as he did Once, ſpiak 


to the Iſraelites, by Thunder and Light- 
ning, and a terrible Tempeſt, and a voice 


of words, which voice they that heard, cn- 
treated they might never. hear it any more ; 


and thereupon deſir'd Moſes that he would 


ſpeak to them from God : for they could 
not hear ſuch a voice, but they muſt die 
for it. No, God ſpeaks to men by men, 
like themſelves. who have the ſame Na- 


ture, and the ſame Intereit ; that are to 
be upon the ſame bottom with them. and 
preach the ſame Goſpel of Salvation, by 
— they are to be ſaved themſelves. 


2. We are to honour ſuch as he puts 
this Honour upon, for their works ſake 3 
to eſteem them highly in love on this account. 
1 Theſſ. 5. 13. How beaxtiful are the feet of 
them that bring glad tidings ? Rom. 10. 15. 
How welcome their approaching ſteps ! 
How graceful is their motion towards us 


They that labour in the word and doctrine, 
are upon that account worthy of double ho- 
nour, 1 Tim. 5.17. And all this not for 
their own ſake ; but for their works ſabe. 


For the greateſt Inſtraments that ever 


were in the world employ'd in this work, 


what are they? That great Apoſile P 
counts himſelf as nothing tho not behind 


the chiefe#t Apoſtles, yet a meer nothing; 


>” aac aw cs to ©@ <a __ 


V3 


ſelves beſt, and better underſtand out 14 


but Miniſters by whom ye believer, even af © 
the Lord gave to every man? 1 Cor. 3. 5. | 1 
Who is Paul? As it he would ſay, it can- ns | | 

| 


too mean thoughts of our ſelves; fo lit- 


But when any eſteem the: Miniſters of 


1y ſpiritual, and intelk@zal, this Life #6, 


7 
C3 
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ſo he aulliſes himſelf; diminiſhes himl If 
to a thi nought! a perfect Nullity. 
Elf euhefe laboured more abundantly 
than they all, ſaith: he, yet not TI! 1 Cor, 
15. 10. Who is Paul, and who ir Apollo, 


not be told; too little a thing to be ſeen 
or known! or that any notice ſhould be 
taken of him. We cannot, indeed, have 


tle we are, compared with the greatneſs | 

of our Work: And none can have ſo 1 

ts of us as we ought to have q | 
— 


of our ſelves, who ſhould know out 


own little value, than any others can; 4 


Chriſt - for their works ſake, they only 
expreſs a teſpect to him that ſends them, 
to the Meſſage they bring, and to theif [| 
own Souls, that ate in ſuch a way ſo ten. ” 

| 


derly cared fo... 5 
learn hence, how pecnliay- 


» Jy We may 


which ſach words do ſo nearly concern; SY 
Do you know any Life beſides, that is | 
produced by words, and, by wordt, main= 4 
tained, and improved? No words can o- 
therwiſe affect us, than as they convey 

A F 0 
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4. Hence we may collect how diſmal | 
| and fad their caſe is, that fit from time 
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a ſenſe into our minds ſo as to be ander- 
load, and into our Hearts, and Spirits, 
being inwardly received and believed 


_ there. This muſt be an intelleFpal, and 
_ mot pure ſort of Life, that e. 
on words, that can be begatten by words, 


and improved by words, and perfected 


by words. It ſhews it to be a ſort of life 


far above the ſphere of this bodily life. 
This bodily life is not to be begotten or 


maintained by words. You cannot, by 


words, recover life into a dead Finger, 
much leſs into a dead Corps. And again, 
what admirable words are thoſt that can 
make ws live? Tranſmit life into the very 
centre, and make' our Hearts live! It is 
true, it is not the:meer words, but divine 
breath animating thoſe words, 'that be- 
ets this life: but that ſtill proves it to 


be a ſpiritual life. The divine word hath 


a peculiarity with it: That indeed, thro 
the efficacy of a divine Reſſing accompa- 


ny ing it, makes the ordinary means avail- 


able, for the ſuſtaining of our natural life, 
Man lives not by bread only, but by the 


word that proceeds out of God's month : 


much more is his vital Word neceſſary to 


the production, and maintenance, of the 


life of our Souls, 


7 to 


A el Hrn 


do time with dea ſouls under the wad; of 
life ! Year after Year there are words of 


life ſpoken and breathed forth, in choſe 
Aſſemblies where they are Hearers ; yet 
when the truth of the matter comes to be 
told, muſt ſay, I feel nothing of this life 
in my Soul; my Heart is dead (til), is 
ſtill a ſtone or a clod! No words that 1 
have heard, have awakened, quickened, 
metred, purify'd my Heart, warm'd and 
inflam'd my Heart! Dead I was in triſ- 


| Paſſes and ſons, and ſo I remain norwith- 
_ ſtanding all the words of thx life whicti 


Thave heard! This is adiſtmal cafe z when 
itwasGod'schofen way to make his word 


the -viniftr ation of Spirit and Life to Souls, 
if it do not breathe in theſe words, where- 
in can it be expected to bredthe! 
5. We may collect hence, That if, by 


Aneelical Sufrage, it ought to be the bu- 
Go of Miniſters to preach the words of 


this lifes then undoubeedly, by Augelicul 


Suſfrage, the words of this life are words 
worth the hearing; worth attending and 


| lifningt6. Kn Ave! would have been 


loth to have been the Meſſenger to theſe 


great Worthies, the Apoſtles of our Lord, 
charging them to Go and preach in the 
Temple, to the People, a jargon of imperti- 


nent, idle Stories. No ; but when be ſaith, 
G0 and:pivack#to che People the wo of 
| "KS 7 this 


W 


ges, the bleſſed and holy Angels, that ſtand 
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this life, that leaves the matter out of all 
doubt, that here was a ready concurrence 
both in Judgment, and Complacence, of the 
Angel hereto ; and that in full effect, he 

ronounc'd theſe things worth liſtning to. 
Tho we cannot ſuppoſe him ſo aſſuming, 
as to think he could by his Approbation 
add any thing real to his Authority who 
ſent him; yet as to the Reputation of the 


_ Meſſage, with , it is not without its 
weight. As it makes a great difference, 


whether a Prince ſignifie his mind, in this 
or that affair, by a Perſon of Honour, or 
by a Foot-boy. Therefore, when any of 


you have heard the words of this life, 
with neglect, and diſregard, you have 
| ſet your judgment againſt the judgment, 
at once, of the great God, and of the 


glorious Angels of God: it ſignifies as if 


you thought your ſelves wiſer than God, 


and than any Angel in Heaven. They 
eſteem theſe words, worthy the moſt ſeri- 


- ous attention, and regard; but you look 


upon them as trifles, not worth the re- 
garding, Worms of this earth, Muſhromes 
ately ſprung up, mean Abjects, but begin- 


ning to crawl, ſet their mouth, and heart, 


againſt Heaven; oppoſe their raſh, pre- 
ſumptuous judgment to the judgment of 
the ſupream Lord, and of thoſe wiſe Sa- 


al- 


— ol wen. = 


always in the preſence of God, and hear 


his wiſdom! The Vanities of this World 


are thought worth the regarding; but 
the words of eternal life are counted un- 


worthy to be regarded, or liſtned to! 


+ What abſurd inſolence is this? to perſiſt 
in a practical judgment, ſo directly contra- 
ry to the judgment of the wiſe and holy 


Angels; and, as is evident, of God him- 
ſelf, that ſent this Meſſage! When ſuch 
Men do meet, is not all their talk vanity? 
running upon the things only of the 
Earth, and Time, meer Impertinency, at 
beſt, to ſuch as have Souls to ſave ! Bue 
alſo are not bold, profane Jeſts, about 


things moſt ſacred, uſual Ingredients into 
their Converſation? viz. what is ot 
_ oppoſite to ſuch a Deſign ! Theſe things, 


they reckon, ſound well in a Coffee- 


| houſe, or a Tavern: but how do they 
ſound in the heavenly places, whither the 


report preſently flies up? as may be col- 
lected from Eph 3. 10. To the Principali- 


ties and Powers in the heavenly places is 


made known by the Church (i.e. in or a- 


bout the Affairs of the Church) the ma- 


niſold wiſdom of God. Which cannot but 


imply their animadverſion upon the folhes 
1 


, counterworking that Wifdom, 


Nor can the cenſure of ſo excellent Crea- 
tures, and of ſo bright Underſlandings, 


D 3 be 
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of Chriſk have faithfully, in a continued 


count of him. We are ſa. directed and 
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be lightly cſteemed by any, but moſt ſku- 
id — Aud if Feb ag addition Ggai- 
15 nothing, why dotly the ae A -do 
given a Charge before God, and hefore Je- 

12 Cbri t, add and befoxe the eled Augels? 
6. Learn farther, That if any Servaves 


courſe, to the end of the time, been in- 
tent upon this buſineſs, preaching the 
words of this life, their memory — — 
be very precious to us, when they 
gone. They who have been & employ 
* this work, called to it by it ia 
all one whether his mind were ſignified; 
9 them by an, Angel, or anz ather. way: 
r it n Angel that gaye the Au- 


choxity, but only convey d this particu- 


lir Command, as hath been noted. When 


God. in his ordinary method, bath cal- 


led forth a Servant of his to preach the 
wards af this Life, and he hath. 3 


in it faithfully, to his uttermoſt, the me- 


morty of fuch a. one gught to be very 
dear and precious to all to whom, he was 
_ and that have had opportunity. 
Oh hearing from him the wards of eternal 
life; or that Chal) receive a. faithful ac- 


taught. Hebr. 13. 7, 8. Remeryber. then. 
which have the rule over you, who have fpa- 


ten unto you the word of God, whoſe faith 


—Y ww WA y +o* 


will equal 


N He was, ders, ieigy multi 


4 Fo 1 

follow, con, the end if their corver- der 
E Jeſu c 5755 the ſame ye 
day, and for ever. And he ſtill as much 
ures the ſame thing as ever he did. 
nd truly ork 2 Servant of Chri was 
this my dear, and 'worthy Brother, the ve- 
ry Reverend Mr. Vin, whom God hath 
late] y taken from among us. He was the 
Son of a noted Citizen of Norwich Not 
Judges Of his true worth, think 
it a deſpicable degree of luſtre, added to 
that City, that ſuch'a Mam was born f 
His Anceſtors were 975 Proteſtants, whe 
the Reformation was ſtruggling fora FER 
in Flanders. Where, when the Perſe- 
cution againſt that Profeſſion b 
rage, the zeal and fervour of their Reli 
gion no not —_— to be conceal['d, or 

them to tem e, Providence 


erden their ſeaſonable Tranſ portation 


to that City of Refuge, which became, na- 


tive es their following Poſterity; and a- 


mong them, to this 21 Mar: who 


hath often been heard to ſay, He rectun c 


1 e — _ art iq 
1 4 conld'hque 
1 his ; ee fr 755 the ate ſt Princes. 


the 0 ng of thi 1 
and 9 
ne upon the Stage of this world: fo 


EL were 


ay, and . 


n to 


ying 
ather ;, 
formed for this work from bl 
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were thoſe things very carly interwoven 
in the frame and temper of his Soul, that 
were to be the Elements of great future 
uſefulneſs in this kind of ſervice. .For, in 


| his very tender years there appeared very 


early Religion, great Seriouſneſs, an habi - 
tual awe and reverence of the Divine Ma- 


jeſty z inſomuch that none could obſerve, 
when he firſt beg 
I 


an to be a fearer of God. 
Which pious diſpofitipn of mind, was 
in conjunction with ſo great a propenſi- 


ty and addictedneſs to Books, with deſire 


of learning, as was very unuſual at that 
age, even in his Childhood. . © 


# ” 


nd very early was his preparatory 
endeavour for that noble Employment to 


 whiclhe afterwards betook himſelf. 


For as Nature and Grace appeared to 
bave betimes corrbia d to frame him as 


an Inſtrument for ſuch ſervice; it was 
ſoon very evident, that, in the former, 


God had inlaid a deeper foundation, en- 
duing him with ſingular parts, above the 
common. rate; which as they came gra- 


.  dually 5 ſhine out, in the 8 | 


ments he had made, under Inſtruftion, 
in. a little time; there appeared ſuch 
Juden s of Apprehenſion, ſolidity of 


Judgment, ſtrength of Memory, quick- 


neſs of Fancy, without exorbitancy, as are 
ſeldom found to meet together: and theſe 


Fourteenth 
remain d many Tears a Fellow, and great 
Ornament, of Pembroke Hal, even be- 
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were accompanied with ſo ſpontaneous 


Diligence, beyond what the uſual me- 
thods of Education oblig d him to, that 
in his tender years, while yet under the 
eye of his Abbot they have thought it 
5 1 ſometimes, to hide his Books, 

he ſhould injure himſelf by over - in- 
tent and cloſe Study: ſo that he way ripe 


for an Univerſity much younger than o- 


thers ordinarily are. 


e he was ſent up in his 
ear to Cambridge, where he 


yond the time of his taking the Degree 
of -Batchelour of Divinity; in which time 
he had treaſured up a large ſtock of all 
uſeful Learning, and might be fitly ſtil'd 


an Univerſal Scholar. But Religion gover- 
ning the whole courſe of his Studies, kept 
him ſteady to his great end; and made 


him moſt intent 1 1 uchehings as might 


render him maſt uſeful for his. deſigned 


work. The Original Lengnages, with ſuch 
ubſervient to 


and then, Theology, and the 


Talg, Teamaie as was 


dan f th of the Holy Scripturey t themſelves. 


on, he was no Stranger to 


Hiffory, 8 Fo which was fu 
tal, bas more diverting g. as well as Becleſe- 
Heal, , Which was more immediatel 7 3 


4 


r 


_ 


e 
W 


” 
* 

. 
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fr to his purpoſe. Aud a: nung his other 
Accom lifarpents, his Skill 1 5 


in the Latin Towgye, was, as J have been 
otherwiſe informed, much remark't in the 


Univerſity; ſo that the Profeſſor in the 
Chair, wi en he took the 8 
Degree (as was A by an Eye * 


Far witneſs) Den eee 
him, after he ha 5 t langer than 
ordinary oppos d him, he ftill ef 


in neat and elegant Latin, ſaid, Mr. Vink. 


| I onl Y ſo long cantinued my oppoſits tion to 2452 
to give you appartunity ta entertain the 


with that Tug nent 77 Elapaves 


41 
which bans „ 72 your An ſecs: And 
that to expreſs bimfe y in that 


Tongue oh become habitual Nala 15 


ar to him, appear d in that, Writ 
that Langhage, a weekly Account 
more remarkable things that occurr'd 15 
him in the Courſe off his Life; which, 

fince his Death, bath come to my view; p 
Tha in ſuch a caſe a Man only writes to 
himſelf, yet I have obſerved therein ſuch 


iriftures of Elegancy, both of Styk and 


Phraſe, as ſignify d it was become impoſ- 


ible to him, if he writ any thing, nat to 
write hawgſorly, and” 


might became 
both a Chriſtian and a Scholar. | 

V5 Narrative. was continued until his 
grawing Infirmities put a period to it, 


ſome 


* UW 1 * a 


intwo Churches of this City ſucceffively, 


FRE PASTOR 


that ſo highly valu d him, have 
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ſome Months ſooner than to his Life it- 


ſelf. The mention of it here, you ſee, 
was accefienet,, and ſomewhat digreſſive. 
_ Therefore, to return, wb, he had 
paſſed thro the long courſe of his Acade- 
. Landon, 
whither bis Fame had now reach d, could 
not long want ſuch a Man. Mit ber he was 
call d; . he ſhone a bright Light 


Y 


viz. dt. Michael's in Carnbit, which he 


eaſily quitted upon anothers Claimz moro 


from an indiſpoſition to contend, which 
was little ſutable to his calm Temper, 
than from defet# of Tule, could his Friends, 
prevail'd. 
with him to admit of its being diſputed. 
But they had the Iefs reaſon to be 
upon him, for that he was ſo immed 


by > chats to a Neighbour Church, where 


he continued Preaching the nd of this 
li tilt Aut 24. 1662: when, not ſatiſ- 

fed with ſome things in the AF that then 
taok place, he —_— quitted his Station, 
but not his he never re- 
ſuſed to exerciſe, when der d, in diſtinct 
Aſſemblies, when they had only the fa- 
your of a Connivence. But his more or- 
dinary courſe was, after he was deprived 
of his former publick Liberty, to preach 
tor many Years, as the Anale Paul did, 


an 
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in his own hired houſe ; whither, his great 
Abilities, and moſt lively vigorous Mini- 

ſtry, drew an Aſſembly not inconſidera- 
ble: whereto, he both diſpenſed the F 
Word, and (to ſuch as were qualify'd, 
and deſirous ) the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, at certain ſeaſons. And this 
courſe he continued, eſpecially that of 
Preaching in his Houſe, till bodily diſ- 
ability made it impoſſible to him; which 
then he deeply lamented. Yet did he not 
decline al Communion with the Eſtæ- 
bliſh'd Church. Whereupon he had Ex- 
perience of the haughty, ſupercilious 
Temper of ſome Mens Spirits; on the 
ane hand, and the other; who aſſume to 
| _—_— an 7 unballomed, li- 
berty of ſitting in judgment upon other 
Men . and — da 0 to cen- 
ſure them, as Men of no Conſcience, that 
abandon not their own, to follow theirs + 
Taking notise, ſometimes, with juf? re- 
gret, that he incurr d the Anger of to 
ſorts of Men; of fowe, that he went mo! 
fart her; of others, that he went ſo far. 
Cooking into his Memoirs, I found 
that rich vein of Religion and Goadlineſs, 
running throughout the whole, that 1 
think no ſerious Man could read them 
without being very deeply affected there- 


with. Week after Week, whatſoever was 
8 ” | more 
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more remarkable, relating to himſelf, his 


Family, or the Church of God, is pun- 


ctually ſet down, and intermixt with 
moſt pious Ejaculations, My God, and 
My all. If any trouble occurr'd, yet God 
is mine, and I am his. You every where 


diſcern the Breathings of an holy, de- 


vout Soul. Ejaculatory Supplications are 
very frequent for his Relatives, and Do- 
meſticks, the. Lord ſanctiſj them, the Lord 


waſh them, the Lord protect them, lead 


them by thy truth and counſels. On all oc- 
caſions that Spirit of Prayer, and univer- 
ſal Godlineſs diſcovers it ſelf all along, 
mixt with the greateſt tenderneſs and 
compaſſion that I have any where met 
with. If any one were ſick in his Fami- 
ly, his dear Conſort, his Son, Daugh- 
ter, or Daughter in Law, his moſt belo- 
ved Brother, or if a Servant, Male or Fe- 
male, tis noted down, With his Suſpir:e, 
the breathings forth of earneſt Supplica- 


tions on their behalf. And afterwards, 
upon their recovery, moſt ſolemn Thankſ- 


givings. But if any one dyed, then ſuch 
ſelt· humiliation, ſuch lying low before 
the Lord, ſuch yielding compliance with 


the Divine pleaſure, with the deſign of 


ſpiritual improvement thereby; as I be- 
lieve hath been ſeldom ſeen. And in 
whatſoever caſe, there are expreſſions of 

LR | | | 2 
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a ſteady truſt in God, in teference to all 


his Affairs, both of this World; and that 
which is to come. If any difficult ies came 
in view, 1 the mention thereof, he 
preſently ſubjoyns, But I will truſt in 
Cod ; be will ſhew me the plain, and the 
right way whertin he wund have me to go. 
His Charity to the diftreſt was always 
flowing, and very exemplary ; but much 
mote the pity which wrought in his 
Heart towards fach, whoſe miſer ies and 
neceflities were fach, as it was never poſ- 


ſible for him to releive, proportionably 


to the largeneſs of his Soul. He in the 
mean time ſuffered the calamity of every 
one whole cafe came to his notice. | 

His humility was ſuch, as did ſhine 
through all his other extcllencies. He 
was, indeed, a great mum in every ones 


Eyes but his own. No one ever thought 


_—_ of hint, tharknew him, but m- 
His love of ſolitude, and retirement was 


peculiarly remarkable. No man had 


more opportunity, in his circumſtances, | 
to multiply Friends, and Acquaintance ; 


but I never knew any one who minded, 


and (ſtudied it leſs ; yet, where once he 
was acquainted, there could not be a 
more pleaſant and deleQable Friend. It 
was remote from him to ſeek acquain- 

tance. 


treaſure of humane, and divine know- 


fed be Od for ewe. oc 
1 whe 
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tance. Nor did he need; It was enough 
for him to receive thoſe, that were fo 


| kind to themſelves, as to ſeek his. And 


tis evident thut love of ſolitude is pecmliar 
to thoſe who, — the grace of God, 


and ſpecially, a fort of felfbenignity, have 
— ———ů —ů 


to themſelves. For empty Perſont, or 


ſuch as are only full of matignity, Men of 
ill minds, and conſcious to themſelves of 
ill deßgn, for —— do not wonder that, 
of all things, they care not to be alone. 
They can never be grateful company to 
themſelves. But he had laid up ſuch a 


ledge, that I know not where he could 


ind pleaſamter Company than his o. 


And his al gratitatle for divine 
Mercies —— obſervable. I have 


found, in his Memorials, he was much in 


admitting God, that he had done ſo much 


for bim, and bi-; and more 
for the belps he had from Heaven in the 
performance of his ial work. Bleſ- 


And very particularly at the 
Eord's Supper. Blefed be God for what 


| hath paſt between him aud me at his Table: 


Giſele God tet bikands he totem hb 
of my Soul ! 1 by 


Tho' 


— 
* 
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Tho his Temper, and the choſen Cir- 


cumftances of his Life, kept off from him 
in great part, more frequent occaſions of 


Communicating to the World the rich 


red, yet —— ſuch occaſions have occur- 


2 he ected them not. But while 
2 own continuing diflatis. 


| aon he remain d excluded from a pub- 


Treaſures wherewith his Mind was ſto- 


lick Station ; beſides his conſtant Miniſte« 


rial Labours, in a private way, he embra- 
ced other occaſions that Providence of- 
fer'd, of doing ſuch work as became mach 


more publick ; and wherein he did more, 


than heal om 4 Pulpit to a ſingle C. 
gregation of 2-5; nada ſpeaking from the 
Preſs to the World, as any ſhould think 
fit to be his Readers. Divers of his ex- 


cellent Sermons, have been long extant to 


common View, wherein being dead, he 


ſpeaketh. An Account of which, tho 


* In Mr. eros given*, it is not unfit herezto 


 lamy's A- 
ment, 


As, before his exxtion, he had 


repeat. 


ane Sermos in the firſt Volume of the Morn- 


es, preached in the Church of 


E Giles, upon Origin al Sin; ſo after it, 


ration from the Church of Rome. 
upon the worth of the Sat in the Continu- | 

ation of the Morning-Exerci — 
% . | 8 


he had another, in e aqainit Popery, 
upon rhe Grounds of the — 


. 


with anether, on. G- Grace, 2 
Motive to to Ring, Vol. 4. | 
theſe Luft add that ative ge? 
- mance of his on the AF: of the Holy Ana- 
les, in the Su to Mr. Paal 
Annotations oe the Bible (by miſtake af. 
crib'd: to anithar worthy Perfon, who 
hath 7 uns diſclaimd is, and afſar's e is 
was Mr. links. ) 

OA * Þ a fariaf>Aion to me, that 1 


eee es, | i 
I wight very wel Hard, e 
2 «opens for. that yuas it 


Vi 
t i 
| if 


19 50 4 Funeral Sermon. 
1 ze words of this life he preacht to the 
1 laſt, and liv'd it, in its initial ſtate, as he 
| now lives it (being, in the kind, the 
| 22 ſame life) in its perfect, eternal ſtate; 
| And we may now put in him. with thoſe 
holy men ( as he ſpeaks in the Argument, 
which he prefixes to this Book) who ha- 
ing liv'd enſwerably to their Profeſſion and 
Hoe do, when we read theſe things, ſeems 


| 

1 to fpeak unto #3, and tell us ( what they 
| 1 2 ſay was inſcribd upon the Statue of ſome 
| | Deify'd Hero) Si feceritis ficut nos, eritis 
| fient nos, If ye ſhall live as we have done, 
| ard ſuffer as me have ſufſered, then ſhall you 
. Aud yet ſuch a life as this muſt end, a 


| | ' life tranſacted at ſuch a rate! Whithet 
1 ſhould this carry and direct all our 


thoughts and aſpirings? I bleſs God we 
have ſuch inſtances of many, of whom 
we muſt fay, it is impoſſible but that ſac 
Men are got into a good ſtate. A great 
_ equfirmation of the tfuth of our Religion. 
We muſt be affured ſuch a one cannot 
be loſt in a grave; his Works muſt follow 
im into an higher Region. But I add. 

if 7. That, ſince they who do preach the 
| wdr of life, do yet themſelves die, let us 
if | attend upon their Miniſtry accordingly. 
it | We have ſuch and ſuch to preach to us the 
words of life; but they are niortal _ 


we have them: O let the words of life, 
Our Saviour. ſaith of Jobs the Beptiif, 


as we. 
ſhall far exceed them that have gone be- 


| 4 Funeral Sermon. = 
and muſt not preach to us always. There- 
fore let ſuch a thought take place ; take 
we heed that we do not loſe while 


which they preach, be entertain d as ſuch. 


He was' a burning. and a ſbining light,: an 


. ge were willing for 4 ſeaſon to rejoyce in bis 


Tight. You can rejoyce in no ſuch light, 


but for a ſeaſon.. 


You may ſay, if ſuch and ſuch that 


are now preaching to us the word of life 
do drop, God can taiſe up others in their 
room to preach the ſame word. And 1 


hope he will ; that when ſuch a one as I 


drop, he will raiſe up ſome other to 


- preach to you at another rate, with more 


warmth, and vigour, and ſucceſs, than 
ever I have done. But yet you are to 
conſider that you are mortal too, as well 
And admit you have thoſe who 


fore; yet you know not how ſhort your 
time may be under them. Therefore 
whatever your hand finds out to do in 


this kind, do it with all your might. La- 


bour to catch at the words of this life, as 
once one in diſtreſs did at words of a 
much inferiour concern, and when a 
preaner life hung in doubt. We are con- 


tinually hovering between Life and 
| _—_— 
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